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2022 Year in Review 

We began 2022 fully masked and socially
distanced, not sure what the year would
bring. While in some ways it feels like we are still 

recovering, we can report solid progress. We have made some much needed building 
improvements, had a crew of volunteers involved in events and projects, and 
expanded our programming with more classes and programs. A heartfelt thank you 
to our participants and contributors for your ongoing investment, support, and 
interest. 💙
 
305 youth and adults took part in one-on-one instruction in piano, violin, viola, cello, 
guitar, ukulele, saxophone, trumpet, clarinet, and voice. 250 youth attended summer 
camps, group music, art and pottery classes. Another 85 adults took part in pottery, 
art classes, and performed as members of First City Singers or Headwaters Bell Choir.
    
Music and arts scholarships were available for ALL of our youth programming. We 
provided $6,000 in financial assistance for youth music lessons, art clubs and pottery 
classes.

We increased our arts programming capacity through the construction of a wall to 
separate our pottery and visual arts studios. While we were at it we upgraded the 
heating/cooling for both spaces with energy efficient units in both rooms.

As an affiliate of Schmitt Music Company, we serve as a community resource for 
instrument purchase plans along with books, accessories, and special orders. As of 
2022 we now have a dedicated display area for advanced instruments.  

   
Thanks to USDA funding, we now have more energy efficient lighting making our 
classrooms and lobby more welcoming and conducive to learning and creativity
    
Headwaters’ Green Sustainability Action Plan is our commitment to be a leader in 
environmental sustainability. In 2022 we focused on energy efficiency and increasing 
the area and prevalence of natural landscape features.
    
Our Indigenous Lands Acknowledgment Statement celebrates the diverse and vibrant 
Native communities who make their home here today, as well as the cultural 
significance that Indigenous music and arts brings to the community we share. 
    
2022 was the return to a full season of live music! Along with monthly open mic 
events, we hosted a John Prine tribute show, Bemidji Sings! Vocal Competition, 
Monroe Crossing, Fiddle and Rock Band camp performances, concerts by jeremy 
messersmith, Dan Navarro, John & Myra Svoboda of No Bow Tie, Joy Zimmerman & 
Ryan Dugan, and Chris Hudson.
    
We spent time celebrating 30 years of music and “heART” and held a party with ice 
cream, popcorn and a special message from Headwaters founder Ann Hayes.
   
Community members hosted two house party fundraising events with musical guests 
Chris Hudson and jeremy messersmith.

Our Vision Seek Music, Engage the Arts, Build Community

Our Mission  To provide opportunities for creativity through 
instruction & inspire the community through music & the arts

Some 2022 Headwaters Highlights



Tricia Andrews •Executive Director
Tanja Bennett • Account Billing & Bookkeeping 
Natalie Gille • Music Program Manager
Diamond Knispel • Marketing & Web Manager     
Cassidy Jay Schlauderaff • Arts Program 
Manager, Tech & Maintenance

Debbie Johnson • president
Ken McDonald • treasurer
Kirsten Zachman • secretary
Linda Rogers
Shon Keely
Jason Douglas
Emily Piller
Crystal Noble

218.444.5606 | 519 MN Ave NW, Bemidji | HeadwatersMusicAndArts.org

This activity is made possible by the 
voters of Minnesota through a 
Minnesota State Arts Board Operating 
Support grant thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and cultural 
heritage fund.

John & Erika Albrecht • Julia Anderson • Tricia 
Andrews • Tom & Elisha Barry • Colleen Bakken & Debbie Johnson • Allen & 
Gillian Bedford • Paul & Julie Bengston • Tanja Bennett • Barbara Benson • 
Julie Brooks • Gary Broste • Darrell & Lisa Bruns • Eric Carlson • Kristine W. 
Cannon • Rachelle Chase • Jesica Conrad • Paul Conklin & Becky Marty • 
Cindy Davis • Laurie Desiderato & Richard Hook • Deb Dilley • Jason & Kathy 
Douglas • Jessica Ebert • Beverly Erickson • Emily Fairchild • Sharon Fruetel • 
Mike Gunkel & Michelle Canada • Wendy Greenberg & Mark Fulton • Julie & 
David Hanson • Loren & Edith Hoyum • Tim & Kathy Hughes • Louise Jackson 
• Carolyn Jacobs • Ilene Buretta Johanneson • Marie Kistler • Maria Kne • 
Diamond Knispel • Ivy & Clayton Knoshaug • Laurence Krantz • Nicolle LeFleur 
• Patrick Lockwood • Lisa & Rolf Lund • Keila McCracken • Carolyn McDonnell 
• Ken McDonald • Pete McDonnelle & Mary Overlie • Kathleen McKinstra • 
Joan Mellema • Anne M. Meredith • Mike & Darlene Moen • Tamara Moore • 
Penny & Carl Morken • Mike & Mary Naylor • Roy Orton • Deb & Tony Pfaff • 
Ronald & Jennifer Prasek • Arianne Pyke • Nina Randorf • Kelly Reid • Pat 
Riley & Natalie Roholt • Steve Ross & Vicki Ross-Rhodes • Karen Ryan • Candy 
Roberts-Salter • Colette Schaack • Rick & Stephanie Shermer • Brad Smith • 
John B. & Mary E. Smith • Rachel Spencer • Krista Gordon • Stephen Young & 
Sue Liedl • Michele Walker • Tom & Paulette Welle • Jessica & Craig Westlund 
• Victoria & Nick Wood • Barry Yocum & Betty Christ • Kirsten Zachman

Administrative Staff

Board of Directors

Instructors

American Endowment Foundation 
Beltrami Electric Round Up Program
Bemidji Area Arts Endowment
Frederick Marshall Fund
Minnesota State Arts Board
Northstar Fund
Region 2 Arts Council
USDA Rural Development
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community

Program & Operating Funds

2022 Contributors

Mike Tangen
John &  Mary Smith
Carl & Penny Morken
Beverly Erickson
Roy Orton
Rick & Stephanie Shermer
Ronald & Jennifer Prasek

In Honor & Memory 
Contributions

Helen Tangen

Annalise Aakhus • Voice, Piano 
Julia Anderson • Violin, Viola, Piano
Luke Bastian • Piano 
Leisa Bragg • Clarinet, Piano, Voice, Guitar
Tom Daly • Pottery
Lisa Dixon • Guitar, Piano, Voice
Kathy Douglas • Cello
Kari Ekhoff • Voice, Piano
Caleb Erickson • Guitar
Brooke Johnston • Piano
Timothy Johnston • Art, Pottery
Diamond Knispel • Art
Chloe Knott • Piano, Violin
Steve Kvale • Violin, Piano, Guitar
Rolf Lund • Guitar, Ukulele, Banjo
Vincent Noble • Voice, Piano, Guitar
Tom Nord • Drums
NikkiLee Nolden • Piano, Guitar, Ukulele, Voice
Wyatt Parthun • Piano
Steven Radley • Trombone
Casey Rasmussen • Piano, Clarinet, Trumpet, Voice
Mary Thoreson • Piano
Conner Tollefson • Violin
Carolyn Towler • Piano, Trumpet
Maranda Stauffacher • Art

      Amazon Smile • Aurora Waasakone Community of Learners • Bemidji Lions • Bemidji State 
University • Bemidji Woolen Mills • Bonded Lock & Key • Bemidji Public Library • City of Solway • Cool Threads • First 
National Bank of Bemidji Casual for a Cause • First Presbyterian Church • Harmony Food Co-op • Jon’s Refuse • 
Minnesota Afterschool Advance • MusicLink Foundation • Network For Good  • Norbord Inc. • Port Hope Township • 
Propel Nonprofits • Supple Studios • Wild Hare Bistro and Coffee House • Darrell’s Auto Glass • Lueken's Village Foods • 
Frizzell Furniture Gallery • KD Floral • Knife River Materials • Watermark Art Center • Miller McDonald Inc • Gallery 
North Fine Arts & Crafts • Four Pines Bookstore • Dick’s Plumbing and Heating • North Central Door • Bar 209 • 
Mississippi Music • Sunrise Natural Foods • Bessler Electric • Shooting Star Casino

Business Sponsors


